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arrested. For the Czech people, this meant a beacon
in the darkness of suppressing power. But die birthday
of Hana Benes, Benes's wife, .was also celebrated symbolic-
ally by the circulation of a whispering campaign for the
open display of her favourite flower, the lily of the
valley.

The Germans feel resistance everywhere, especially
from the railway workers, who had always tended
towards the Left. Now all the German railway workers
who were dismissed for political reasons have been
rehabilitated and the Czechs have been transferred to
Germany. Thus they are to be subjected to a strict control
by the Gestapo and the Party members while the German
hold on the Protectorate can be strengthened. This
exchange is taking place not only among the railway, but
also among other workers. The German Party members
naturally accept this exchange with pleasure, since they
can now at least feed themselves. While the Marxist
influence and the solidarity of the working class is thus
broken, this exchange has great disadvantages in regard
to wages. The Czechs are watched carefully in the
German factories by Nazi spies, who are trying to
establish their political reliability, which influences their
chances of regular employment. The Czechs have to
remain for at least six months in their place of work. But
all these advances cannot win the Czech workers to the
idea of National Socialism*

The new situation meant for Poland a German en-
circlement from the south, and the loss of a long-cherished
desire for closer relations with Slovakia. Li the struggle